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Historic Overview: 
NE 82nd Avenue of Roses Yesterday

Realizing the community’s vision for what NE 82nd Avenue of Roses can become 
necessitates an understanding of what it has been through the years. This section 
tells a brief story of how NE 82nd Avenue of Roses evolved from a rural byway to a 
major commercial thoroughfare.

NE 82nd Avenue of Roses occupies an area long inhabited by native peoples 
because of its natural bounty. As settlers of European descent arrived, what is now 
82nd Avenue of Roses became an important north-south corridor. Even in the 19th 
century it was a major route for travelers arriving by boat on the Columbia River to 
get to Oregon City and the burgeoning farms of the Willamette Valley beyond. Most 
of the areas on either side of the corridor were annexed to the City of Portland 
between 1901 and 1910. As the age of the automobile dawned numerous gas 
stations and other auto-oriented businesses appeared along the corridor. With the 
road name standardization efforts of 1933 the route officially became 82nd Avenue. 
Four years later the city zoned the entire length of 82nd Avenue for commercial or 
industrial uses – a decision that is strongly reflected in current land uses along the 
corridor. 

The aerial photograph from 1936 (top right), from just before the rezoning, 
shows residential development along NE 82nd Avenue from NE Sandy Boulevard 
to NE Siskiyou Street. Several homes from the 1920’s remain on this portion of 
NE 82nd, with many other homes from this era in the Roseway neighborhood 
to the west. Sitting at the southeast corner of NE 82nd Avenue of Roses and 
Sandy Boulevard was the Shriner’s Hospital for Crippled Children. This 20th 
century Georgian structure stood for 80 years from 1924 until its demolition 
in 2004 for the construction of the Columbia Knoll multi-family housing 
development. Prior to demolition the building was listed on the National 
Register of Historic Places. Adjacent to that site is the wooded Grotto which 
features the 1924 Early-Modern Sanctuary of Our Sorrowful Mother. To the 
east of NE 82nd Avenue at 9201 NE Fremont Street, the 1931 Castellated Trinity 
School can be seen.

Change accelerated along the corridor and in surrounding neighborhoods 
from the late 1930’s through the 1940’s and 1950’s. Most homes in the area, 
especially in the Madison South neighborhood, were built during this time as 
can be seen comparing the 1936 and 1960 aerial photos. The 1950’s brought public facilities to the heart of the 
corridor. Glenhaven Park was completed in 1952. Madison High School was constructed in the mid-1950’s in 
the Modern style, opening to students for the 1957-58 School Year. 

A number of the structures that continue to house today’s 
prominent auto-oriented businesses were built in the 1950’s: 
Travelodge in 1951, Days Inn in 1959, and the Original Taco House 
in 1951. Many additional hotels and restaurants would take similar 
forms in subsequent decades. Also noticeable in both aerial photos 
is the Siskiyou Square site – serving as a gravel quarry in 1936 and a 
landfill in 1960.

As automobile usage increased so did the associated types of 
development on 82nd Avenue. Prior to the completion of I-205 in 
the early 1980’s, 82nd Avenue continued as the primary north-south 
route in the area and one of the most common ways of accessing Portland International Airport. Today NE 
82nd Avenue of Roses lives on as a high-traffic corridor with a variety of services following the patterns well-
established by 1960.

Acknowledgement and note: The primary source of information for this section is the East Portland Historic Overview and Historic 
Preservation Study prepared by the Portland Bureau of Planning in 2007. Project staff included Liza Mickle, Daniel Pauly, Carmen 
Piekarski, and Nicholas Starin. 
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1932 - NE 82nd, north of Halsey, looking north from where 
the Banfield Freeway is now. Image: City of Portland


