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Appendix D:
Survey of Comparable Corridors

One way to imagine the future of NE 82nd Avenue of Roses is to look at corridors that have similar physical 
properties, but different streetscape or development features. This section examines several comparable 
corridors to NE 82nd Avenue of Roses in terms of dimensions, traffic volume, streetscape elements, surrounding 
development, and overall function. Some of the following corridors succeed because of geographic and economic 
circumstances that are markedly different than those of NE 82nd Avenue of Roses; others are more akin. They 
all, however, prove that busy arterial roads with four or more lanes can still attract investment and host various 
types of human-scale development and travel modes. This section begins with the characteristics of NE 82nd 
Avenue of Roses, then moves on to the comparable corridors.

NE 82nd Avenue of  Roses
NE Halsey Street to NE Sandy Boulevard
Portland, Oregon

Dimensions: 55’ curb-to-curb. One 12’ curb lane and one 10’ passing lane in each direction, 11’ center turn 
lane.

Volume: 23,900 ADT at NE Fremont Street. High-frequency #72 bus.

Ownership: ODOT/PDOT

Development: Automobile-oriented, single-use commercial development, including restaurants, motorist 
services and some offices. Major community uses at center of corridor, including Madison High School and 
Glenhaven Park. North end dominated by multi-family residential uses.

Streetscape features: Sidewalks directly adjacent to travel lanes, as narrow as 4’ in places, and with very few 
street trees. New development has prompted 12’ sidewalks with street trees in individual planters. 

Socio-economics: Surrounded by stable neighborhoods still affordable by Portland standards. Thriving Vietnamese 
entrepreneurial scene, including restaurants, services and professional offices. Banfield Pet Hospital corporate 
headquarters serves as pioneer in large-scale office development. Adult businesses and low-rent motels detract 
from further success. 

NE Martin Luther King, Jr. Boulevard
NE Russell Street to NE Alberta Street
Portland, Oregon

Dimensions: 56’ curb-to-curb. Two 12’ travel lanes in each 
direction, 8’ median.

Volume: 31,000 ADT at NE Graham Street. High-frequency #6 
bus.

Ownership: PDOT

Development: Traditional mixed-use buildings with ground-floor retail and office or housing above, mid-rise 
multi-family housing buildings.

Streetscape features: Landscaped median and pedestrian refuge islands with mature trees, street trees in 
individual wells in sidewalk.

Socio-economics: Serves as a main street for several neighborhoods in transition. Public subsidy of some 
development through Oregon Convention Center Urban Renewal Area. Growing restaurant scene. Established 
African-American neighborhoods mixing with East African immigrants and white creative class. Public housing 
and senior living common, but new market condos coming on line.
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NE Sandy Boulevard
NE 40th Avenue to NE 49th Avenue
Portland, Oregon

Dimensions: 60’ curb-to-curb. 8’ parking lane on each side, two 
11’ travel lanes in each direction.

Volume: 31,000 ADT at NE 45th Avenue. High-frequency #12 bus.

Ownership: PDOT

Development: Traditional mixed-use buildings with ground-floor 
retail and offices above, single-story retail and service buildings. 
New mixed-use building with Whole Foods and condos to be completed in 2009.

Streetscape features: Street trees in individual wells, curb bulb-outs, zebra crossings. Hollywood theme with 
palm trees and art deco bike racks.

Socio-economics: Main street of Hollywood District, a growing town center. Several major destinations anchor 
corridor: Hollywood Theater, Trader Joe’s, Laurelwood Pub. Several mixed-use developments with housing 
completed or underway. Surrounded by wealthy Alameda and Laurelhurst neighborhoods.

E Burnside Street
NE/SE MLK, Jr. Boulevard to NE/SE12th Avenue
Portland, Oregon

Dimensions: 60’ curb-to-curb. Three 10’ travel lanes in each 
direction. Parking allowed in curb lanes during off-peak.

Volume: 28,000 ADT at NE/SE 7th Avenue. Three bus lines.

Ownership: PDOT

Development: Historic mixed-use buildings with ground-floor 
restaurants; apartments or other uses above. Many buildings with arcades over sidewalk. Some low-rise mid-
century buildings.

Streetscape features: 13’ sidewalks, street trees in individual wells, Portland historic lampposts, building arcades. 
Limited pedestrian crossings.

Socio-economics: Once downtrodden corridor now a destination for restaurants and the arts - Le Pigeon, The 
Doug Fir Lounge, Imago Theatre. Newly-constructed Rocket Building hosts restraurant, art gallery, indoor rock-
climbing. Several mixed-use projects under construction. Surrounding development remains largely industrial or 
automotive. Some public leverage through Urban Renewal Area. 

W Burnside Street
NW/SW 15th Avenue to NW 23rd Avenue
Portland, Oregon

Dimensions: 44’ curb-to-curb. Two 11’ travel lanes in each 
direction.

Volume: 34,000 ADT at NW 19th Avenue. One bus line.

Ownership: PDOT

Development: Historic mixed-use buildings with ground-floor 
retail or restaurants; apartments or other uses above. Stand-alone, mid-rise apartment buildings from early 20th 
century. Isolated single-use commercial development (Taco Bell, Fred Meyer).

Streetscape features: 8’ sidewalks, limited street trees, cobra-head street lights.

Socio-economics: High-density, 24-hour neighborhood with market-rate and some 




